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guilty of many deplorable blunders, having the most disas-
trous results. Of an almost criminal character was his policy
of relaxing the laws relating to the sale of arms and ammuni-
tion to the Maoris, and it is only natural that the large pur-
chases of modern weapons by tribes who had long been
dangerously antagonistic to the British supremacy in New
Zealand should have inspired them with a belief in their own
power for evil. Governor Browne was not without warning
as to the perils that might result from this policy of careless-
ness. A new spirit of nationality had been growing among
various powerful tribes, who had formerly been at warfare
with each other, and who were now united by a common
patriotism. This new sentiment was known as the King
movement, by which a number of disaffected tribes joined in
a league to prevent any further land being sold to white men,
and decided to combine their forces under one great chief or
King.

The life and spirit of the movement was Tarapipi, sometimes
called the King-maker, and known by the English name of
William Thompson. Through his stirring eloquence and fiery
patriotism the chiefs of the Waikato tribes, after some years
of discussion and controversy, elected the famous old warrior
Te Whero Whero to be the King of New Zealand. At the
ceremony of the native tribes when their first King was pro-
claimed a new flag had been prepared by the King-maker,
who intertwined it with the Union Jack, saying, ' Our King
will be friendly with the wjiite Queen.' At this time the
chiefs proclaimed their loyalty to the Sovereign who had given
them the Treaty of Waitangi, their Magna Charta, but they
refused to allow any of their land to be sold, or any foreigners
to set their foot within the boundaries of the King Country,
or to obey English laws within their territory, or to permit
the passage of steam-boats or any English craft up their rivers.

Bishop Selwyn, who was still making heroic efforts on
behalf of Christianity among the natives, wrote a solemn
warning to Governor Browne, advising him to do all in his